Geelong Business News
November, 2007

Page: 15

Section: General Nows

Reglon: Melbourne Clrculation: 5,000
Type: Suburban

Brief: ITSE
/AYA\
MEDIA MONITORS

INGIEBIYE IMSIGEHT

Size: 264.25 sq.cms.
Published: Monthly

Highest rating for trade school

The Gerdon Inatifuta of TAFE has hesn recognised ss ona of Australla's
top training Institutions for the bullding and eamstruction industry.

Aftar taking part in trials of tha Star Rating Scheme, two of the Gordon
Inatitute's bulding and construction courses have bean recagnised with
The Institute for Trade Skils Excellence highest Throe Gold Star rate
ing.

The Industry driven Star Rating Seheme svalustes TAFEs and private
training providers, and racognises their achievements in trade skills
training with a One Giold Star, Twe Gold Star or Thras Gold Star rating,
with Three Geid Stare baing the kighest leval of recogrition,

Tha Minlgter for Vocational and Further Education Andrew Rebb visltad
the East Geslong campus In Septarber and aengratulated the Gerdon
Institute of TAFE In Geslang,

“ adrlre whiat you've done amd the raputation of this Institute," ha said.
*To all the staff hera, congratulations an your sontrlbution,”

Fobb sald the ratings arg about racognising excellence and rebalancing
the status of trades and acadernic qualliications atter too much arnphg-
sis on the later,

"It we are to redress @ lot of the skills issuas our thers that we need
sbout 20 par cent of the warkforee with uriversity gualfications, And
that's pretty much what we'va gat. But we also nesd abeut 60 per cent
of the workforce with a good quality technical, vocational, craative
education. It's currantly 2¢ (per cant),”

Btian Wexham, Chisf Executive Offieer of Tha Instituts for Trads Skitis
Excallence, said: “This is a fantastic result for the Gordan Instituts and
It's goud to see thay are baing recognisad by Industry as one of
Australia’s bagt training institutes for the blilding and conatruction ses-
tor.”
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Federal Minister Andrew Robb with staff and trainess at the
Gardon institute.

Trigls of the Star Rating Seheme wre now complete, aftar having
asgessad 20 TAFEs and private training providers around Australia,

Fred Baltetseh, Head of Building and Construction at the Gordan
Institute &ald the trial process has confirmed thair position ag & provider
of excallence in wrade skills fraining for the building and construction
industtleg,

“Wa know we have tha abllty 1o eeuip studsnts with the knowlage
and skitls ta wark in the building and eonstruction industry, and through
this racognition, we can show that Industry is behind s,

Baitatsch sald that the trials provided an etfective methed for adorass-
ing the needs of studsnts as well as kesping up to date with the chang-
Ing neads of industry

The two caurses recognised by the Star Rating Schems ara Plumbing,

and Carpentry, Jeinery and Cabinetmaking, both of which recelved a
Three Gold Star rating,
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