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TAFE’s building and construction school receives three stars

Great Gordon rating

BRITT SMITH

THE Gordon TAFE’s build-
ing and copstruction schog)]
hag received o top rasing for
excellence in trades edu-
cabion

The shres-star rabing i the
highest given by the Instibute
for Trade 8kills Bvesllence, a
new Federal Government
funded hady which premates
and advanees learning, teach-
ing and training in the trades
geotor,

The institute’s CEO Brian
Wexham said the scheme
recopnised high performance
in eight diseiplines.

“Im this case, 1t was build-
ing, plumbing and carpen-
try,” ﬁu said.

“What we are trylng to do
as an institute is Improve the
outcome of training, and Lam
dellghted at the outeorne this
FATRE has produced. It Is
egemplary.”

Federal Minster for Vo-
cationzl snd Further Edu-
cakion Andrew Robb pres-
ented o plugue in name of the
Imypressive achievement yes-
terday.

He gald the rating sysbem
was gimilar to that which
ranked nniversitles and
would help change the nega-
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NAILED IT: Andrew Robhb, from left, Gordon GEO Grant Sutharland
Trade 5kills GEO Brian Wexham and Gordon’s Frad Baltetsch.

tive stersotypes about trade
CATHETE,

“Many organisations
arsund the countyry will be
locking to get bhls rating,' he
zaid.

“Trades and universities
are equal and we need to
recopnize this, It'e important
for people to hold their head
up and be proud.”

Mr Robb said = ehange of
migdzet was ceeurring slowly,
but moere work was needed.

“There are still parents out
there who think it thelr chil-
dren den’t go to university
they have failed, but that Is so
wrang.'
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The Gordon’s head of
Building and Constriaetion
Fred Baltetzch said the rating
meant the Geordon had satis-
fied the highest possible re-
guiremenis of the program.

“A signiticant factor in this
award =z the extansive cons
neetion we have with indus-
try, to ensure that what we
teach is what is required out
in the workplace,” he said.

The Federal Governmend
alss announced yvesterday
$530,000 for the Australian
Technical College CGeelonp to
inbroduce new trade courses
in 2008 {neluding automobive
diesel, bricklaying and
plurnbing,
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